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ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING A
MONDAY 3 JULY 1990
ST ANDEEWSE ON THE TEHH_-AFE
ST ANDREWS LOUNGE AT 3 PM

Our speaker ot the AGM wlil be Margaret Alligton, historian of Eolton Sireel
Cemnefery, who will give an [usteated 1alk oo the cemetery past and present.

This will be & tolk not 1o be missed, 11 is some yeara sloce Margaret spoke bo the
Friends on the cemelery, Even I you alregdy knuvw sumething aboul (he
cemelery, you are ceriabn do feorn more aboul this always fusclnating place.

AGENDA - AGM 1900

#ulnﬂiu :
inutes of ihe 196% Annual Generr] Meeting
Maiters arising from the mioutes

Chairman's repori

Treasarer's reporl and Hnuncial sialement
WOCC Parks and Recrenfion Deparbment repord
Election of conmiiles

Eleclion of peditor

Address by Margaret Alington
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JOSEPH SILBERY . lask-1med!
=biy Wik Perrin

Oeespi e Che Tacge namhers of exbant momer | 0ls, Lt showld pek o
lorgokten hat Eheen are g oven lneger pomeor oF Unmbcked baciols.
This is o bricd onbe o opo ol EloRo.,

Ter quotn From ™o Bvending Post " Wellinglon, Hew Zeooaland,
THraediyy Yl eel March LBy -

“ihe remabne of the loake doseph 5ilbecy, wha was for soamn pears a
nemixrr af the Wellingtan Haval Artillery, were interted wlth

ul 1iEary homoues yoatarday afternoon. The coffin wos mounted on a
J1m l.:-IITrl.IIl:'H'. and cavered with a nion Jack, and was drawn by o
dabachnent ol blue jacketa. In edditlon to the deccased®s late
tomrades, tepresentatives of soveral of the other volunteer corps
pnid the last tribute of respact. The mournful cortege was beaded .
by Lhe Cortlech Bond, under Bandraster Cimine, which played
appropriakaly en route o the cenaetery.T

doseph Silbery had arrived in Wellington on Zod Februacy 1874
asniskod immigrant on The "Ocean Mail™ which left oodon on 12ER
Howombinr 1873 (Plymoutl on L6bh Hovember] This ship wos wracked ol
Eln Chothnma it LA7G6. Joscph was accompanied by bis wile Emlly ond
srsti Wil Tiam oigesd 8 monkhs. o was Listod ag a 29 yeor old carpenter
Crvem Dl acowenby of lancashire, bneE whon o dlew] AL WolLineg Lo
Bresipd vanl eaee Bath Moesh 18407, he was coputed Eo Bo 36, So Do Wi
bharn in Lhverposl, elither in 1844 or 1851.

Wiz [ather, Christophoe, was a Hagler Marinec, and Joseph bocomo o
ship's corpenter and did o 1ot of truvelling, fallowing his unclo
dames Albect Silbgcy, who bod rom away Bo sea, Eo Bow Zaalopsd. He
alse spont some Eimo 1n Augtrualis, ond ailso Figi soms Elpe belwooh
1086 and IAAN [appoarently involved in mining, and repubedly
sEralning his heart theco, which lacer killed him). Joseph snd
rmi [y 'a rhi tdren were born in Palmeeston Hoeth (LEYE}, Petanc
{1076], Sydbiey¥ [1881 ond 1E84) and Petone and Wellington | froo
188G] .

Adoseph®s bime with the Wellington Hawvael Artillery Yeluntecrs must
have been albxoul 1879 (when the volunteerg were Focmed] until
1BEHE1 whon he Cook the whole Family to Sydooy, and probebly Gfbe.
18R as well, but he wos oan invalid with a weak hoeart by then.
Thege volubtcers wanned guns around Wellington Bacboor and
practised gunnery so they would be ceady to repel the expected
Ruggion blovesion that never come. They wWere orlginally intended to
sorve afloat, but apparently never did. Wellington did possess obe
spar Corpedo boab, bwt this lethal device was manned by the
rogularcs.

Tarpados Than were nobt the mpbtorisod axploding "Cigh* that we
undrakond by the word btodey, buk wos o tube of eaxplosives dangling
teen a Long pole ab the frant of a fast boat whilch wag intcnded ta
coam bhie encmy vessel and explode the torpedo again=t its side below
the waker line. Ae David HoGlll muggests in his book "Plonesrs of
Port NHicholeon®, il wexz ‘poscibly as dangerous to the firer as
Fired wpon.® indeod, the victinm of an accident wikh one such
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Corpeda [(as it says an his headstone) is buried ifo choe cepetory a

[ peelped from Hlarry Helland.

Lv L84 there was a spate of fock buiding Lo house thoe guns, and
sama ol thase are still wisible today [c.g.Forl Dallance on the
HMliramar Penlnsularl. The construction af these Ffarts conbinued ol
amnd of L wnkbll 194l (Woighbfse Nill), and they wero all declaced

absoglets in 1967,

Jogaph and Ewmily had 4 oc 9 ohildeen and about 34 grancdeohildzen.
There are large nunbees of living desceodonta teday. Emily diced in
17183 and is buried at Talte, while Josaph wos buriad at Bollon 5t
in a plolk sdjacent to an infant son who dicd in L1080, Thers is no

mwomorcial, and no recocd af the
plot location. apact from

their death certificates, Lthelir
only record is aom a card in tha
“Burorl sextonts [iles [or
Jdoseph ®"Silyvercry”, and Georcge
Albert TFilberg'. The lotter is
an ironical mis-gpelling,
because "RilberyY is tho
anglicised form of the ocriginal
Swadish "Silberg! — a change
datlng from a Lew gerearations
before Josgeph.

b finpl guole Crom Gha soBo
ismue of "lhe Evenlog Pogit
thnk cuccied Che accounl of
doseph’e funecol provides an
interesting perspective on
Weklington of the LUBD m:-—

"'ha wital statlistica Cor the
cily for the moenbh of Marah ace
as follows:— Bicth=, 1417
Leaths, 747 Harriages, J34.7
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I[ these statistics ara
represenbative, Chen the Lowa
nust hawve beoeon growing rapidly
with bhirths at twice the rate
of danths. It also reveals
tharae must hava bhaen aroumd TWo
Lo Chres [unerals ey ﬂﬂy.
amd comBaguently probably ak
leaslk 2 buriale s day in Holton
st/Sydney 5k, a= the Anglican
and TPublic sections wore Then
known. Roman Cathelics had
their own cenetery in Mount 5t.

Photograph of Josaph Silkery Ly
Clifton Galleries, Willis 5%,
Wellington. As Joseph wWwasg in
the Merchant Marlne nsm oo ship's
carpenter, it is unlikely hix
unifore would have included tha
sward ha is wearino hera, His
unlforn i8 therefcoo prolably
fhat af the Wellingilam Hawal
Artillery VoluntasEs.
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