Friends of Bolton Street
Memorial Park

"- PO BOX 23360 WELLINGTON

NEWSLETTER NO. 31 MAY 1991

ANNUAL GENERAL MELTING
MONDAY 10 JUMNE 1901
5T ANDREWS ON THE TERRACK
: ST ANDREWS LOUNGE AT §.00 PM

_ur speaker at the AGM will be Tony Dreaver, historian, whe will speak abouf five
:h.leg Wellington famllies buried in Bolton Streel Cemelery., Thiz will be an

interesting piece of social history.

ACENDA - AGRK 1891

Apologies

Minutes of the 199 Annusl General Meéling
Matters arising from the mioutcs
Chairperzon’s report

Treasurer’s report and financial statement
WO Parks and Recreation Department report
Election of Committee

Election of Auditor

Address by Tony Drepyver
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BCLTON STREET MEHCRTAL Pass ™'
THE EARLIEST WEADSTONE '

The earliest hesdstons surviving from the Boltan Etrest Conckery 1c
takgn to be the marble memorial thak once parked the grave of Willian
Fufus Tyrrell who dled on 23 Spptomhar 15d1.# Its inscription, vary
worn afber 150 wears, many of them spent lying gk of sight under
pypr detpening meleh, has boen blackened in rocent years, and the
=tene is now scrubbed reqularly to keep it clear of noss. [t reads:

BENEATH THIS STOWE REST THE REHAINS OF WILLIAM RLFLS TYRRELL
ESE., LATE OF LONDONM, WHO DIED el THE ZZRh OF SEFTEREER 1641 IM
THE Z3R0 YEAR OF KIS LIFE

Yhe eripinal piot pumber is not koewn, but bhe grave, dizinteryed for
the moleruvay,; was probably in the area to the north af tha chapet.
The ctone, alaced with the rejects during dismantling because it Was
khought to'be 1lllroible, i now reinstaked at the north=west corner
of the Early Settlera’ Menorial Lawn, grid Ii4:11 en Farks Tepartment
pap BELT. |

There is anckher stone that appedrs to pre-data Tyrrall's. A Groken
clate mamoriazl, originally im khe Church of England cemetery buk
renaved in tho path of khe aoteorway was reinstaked flat oa the pround
at grid I15:2 where ik is frequenkly obscured by loaves. Ft records
the deoath of John Pearce and 5 inzcribed:

THIS STOME IS ERECTED BY THE AFFECTIONATE WIBCM OF THE LATE JUHH
FEARCE LATE OF BIRMINGHAH HHO WAS DRHE 6F THE EIGHT [REORTUNATELY
DEOHHED THE 26 DAY OF AUGUST 124l AGED [dil ¥ERRS [There follovs
a verse which is partly oblikerated by the crack down Ehg niddle
of the chone.]

The dats, 26 August §841, is & mistake; LT should be 25 August 1890,
The accident, which tesh place ab Petoae baach and which was reporbed
in the Mew Tealand Gazckke and Wellington Soeckator af &9 kagust
134, claimed eight lives, and according %o the report, all the
viekins ware buried &% Petone on Z8 August.

Cglia and Tecil Manson, in Eheir baok Curtaif—raiser to a Calony
(4962}, essune Ehat Fearce wWas buried in the Bolton Skreek C2n2iarys
no doubt because of the oxistence of the slate nencrial, buk this mnay
Mot hewo besn oo. Hob only dees the newepaper of fugust LG54 =tate
okieruise, but the ceretery TEZErVE WS nnt_'app:'u'.led {far buriats
vnkil August §841, that Es, a y2ar after the accident. The parliest
pap of Ehe Churel of England ceastery docs nokt include the nane of
PEARCE in the Black near the Bolteon Straet boundary wilere the Shonz
wit eventually erecked on plet #ElE. It s of course passible that
Fesrcofs bedy was reipterred ko bhe Bolton Ctr=at Cenetery pnee tha
cepatary had opsned, but to have predatad Tyrreli's burfal, the
ralrternent would have had %o take place betwees August 1541 and 22
Sopkepber 1841, and prood that this happeasd nzy yEl be forthconing.




The =exten's di=interment diary for T Hay 1953 records that three
renain= uera found in plot 0816. It seeas thakt the couple, whi werd
pacsangeed an the Duge of Rosbyrgh where the nang Was spelk FIERCE,
had no children when they arrived in Now Zealand, but Hrs Fearce may
have remarrisd and hod descendants. A Pearce Infant {died 1EBE} and
s E.H. Pigrce fdied 1BE8} appear in the buarial 1ist for the Church
eepatory but without plot Aunbers So there is no reason to 1ink than
with John Pearce.

Hezdstanes recarding deaths of the 18405 and 1850a are wery Tau and
yare oiten erccted by the family at a later date. Mo pamorial has
surylved for the flrst burial, which dccording ko thasa alive in
1343, wa=z & child named Sarah Susans who died in 1841 and was buried
by the Eevd John HcFerlane. Her naoe §= recorded inm the 3C Faulls
purial register. Tyrrell's stane uas probably sent out Yo Hew Tealand
by his famfiy in England and the werding makes it elear that it lay
an his grave. The wording on the Fearce stone on the other hand, wikh
fts incerrect dake, together with tha absance of the nars on plob
0518 oo the parliest map, =uppest that the stane was nok eTeched
untl] cone years &fter his death.

In the ab=eacs at present of any firm evidence thak Poarcefs remaing
Lay kn the Bolkon Street Comekery, the TYRRELL skens caon be tahen ta
be the carllest surviving menorial from a grave.

BoHafi.
dpril 1531

.“r'||'| posay on Tyrrell by AdH. HclCornick appeared in Hewzlpkier Ha. 20
{Hay 19361 of tha Friends of Balton Skrest Cemcbery.




