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ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

MONDAY 17 MAY 1993 at 7 45 pm
ST ANDREW'S ON THE TERRACE LOUNGE

GUEST SPEAKER
Mrs Beverley Price
(who writes as Beverley Randell), author of
A Crowded Thorndon Cottage (published 1992)

Beverley Price will speak about the Randel] family, wha lived in Thomdon and
are buricd in the cemetery. They are the subject of her recent book.

AGENDA - AGM 1993

Apologics

Minutes of the 1992 Annual General Meeting
Matters arising from the minutes
Chairperson's repaort

Treasurer's report and financial statement
WCC Parks and Receeation Department report
Election of Committee

Election of Auditar

Address by Beverley Randall
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SUBSCRIPTIONS - Is yours overdue?

If you receive a membership renewal form with this newsletter, it means you

subscription for the 1992-93 vear iz still due. Plerse help us by rencwing you
TM We value your suppon,

BOLTON STREET MEMORIAL PARK
CHAPEL DISPLAY

An opening ceremony for the historical display in the rebuilt cemetery chapel,
now known as the Bolton Street Memarial Park Chapel, took place on Monday
15 March 1993,

The ceremony took place at 10,30 am and was introdyced by Mike On
Manager of the Batanic Gardens. Councillor John Gilberthorpe then spoke,
followed by Chairperson of the Fricnds, Nick Perrin, Guests then enjoyed
moming tea provided by the Parks and Recreation Department, in brilliant
#utumn sunshine, ;

The displays feature aspects of the cemetery's histery, They were based
on research by Margaret Alington, and desipned and made by Judith Hamblyn
of the Parks and Recreation Department. The opening of the chapel display is a
satisfying end to the long saga of the memorial park and the rebuilding of the
chapel.

The chapel will be open 9.00 am to 4.00 pm daily.

THE SAMUEL DUNCAN PARNELL STONE

The chapel display features two magnificent historical nineteenth century
headstones. Cne is the Wakefield stone, which was housed in the chapel for
many years following its replacement by a later stone. The second is that of
Samuel Duncan Pamell, the founder of the eight-hour day and a hero of the
trade union movement.

Farnell’s headstone was replaced by a modem stone in 1961, The st{._-:'
recently retumned to the chapel had lain for many years in the Wellington Trades
Hall. This stone was thought to have been the criginal headstone, but recont
research indicates that instead it was a memorial to Pamell which was housed in
the Wellington Public Library from 1893 to 1940, Funther research is being
done into the memoripl and we will let members know more in a futume
newsleltar,

Whatever ils origin, the stone is a siriking plece of Vietorian
stonemasonry and is very large. The installation of these two stones in the
chapel display is a triumph of logistics and sheer musclepower by Parks and
Eecreation staff,




BURIAL LIST PROJECT

The first sope in compiling o compleis, unified st of hasals in che Public, Church of
Biplml sl Jewish sectini ol the Bolma 51 Cemelery lag Teen gomalelid nxing s
camputer prograin diuse, This Tise will be the Best ong 1o include burials in all e sogliis
in one datlsase, and will inclds the Fllawing information:-

Mame (surname (irsd)

Dinie of busdal

Cemetery (C of E, Public or Jewish}

Register Mo (for Public and for Jewish and C of E burizls from 1ER2)

Crigingl plot sumber |

Girid Location (far visible graves ond memeslals as shown on map BI1T)

Whetlser ar nod grave was disinlerred far the matorwoy

Dutn bas been entersd from the old index cards keld by the sexten a1 Kurari Cremwelery, ol
pholocopies held By the Alexander Tusitisl] Library of the Public ad Church of Eugland
registers Juve been checked po cxivact the diws of bucial and plot numibers. Already o fow
cases of praves recorded s unidentificel in ihe inclex 10 B2LT now howe theie acoupants
R,

The index cords were compiled in 1939 and 1939, prabably by T.C. Southward, acting sexlan.
Tley arc in sepasate sets for e Church of England ond Fublic camerdry, The fanner love
nunne, dute af bugial and plot nuenber, while the later have name, register numbee il pla
number. (The C of T regisier used dutes whils the Public reptsler used conseculive numbers].

The next stage will be double-checking the prinlouls ogainst the registers-and histesic mops,
and o exnpmine the dalabase for duplications and mistakes, followed by cleservninnlion af
whether or 164 specific graves wers disinterred for the makaway,

A truly complete list of burals weuld be impessible, but when we have exhoustecd all 1l
pagsibilities witl checking saurces, aur list will be tle next best thing, bany burials have no
known plot listed (about 600 of the mans than 4000 in the Public Cemetery lonel, and samc
may be names of peaple not buried in the censleny, as early niempts to compile regisces lvad
to rely on Inseriptions ord it is mot unwsuol For Fumiily members buried elsewhers 10 be
cammemasated on the Family headstone. ‘There ore alio prablems witl the spalling of names,
anel Tt is mot enknown for these to be wong on heodsiomes, Alsp, ihe Pebdic repiscer hos o gap
between July 1855 and January LRSS when recosds must have Bean last, This gap may inglucle
at leagt o dozen, and possibly up o 30 burals judging by tle numbers befans and afier thes
dutes.

Alrmast all thve Bisted burials in tbe Public cemetery from 1848 w 1860 have komown plnt
[aciliens, but between LHG] and 1878 mony have ng reconded plob 1875 to LETE were the
worst years, wilh o locations reeorded except for burinls in existing family pleis. [ oppeass,
however, that these burials were mainly in blocks B and C, and were therefare subsequently
disint=rred for (he moterway, Similar problems exist In the C of E recards,

Only when this list is complete will it be possible 10 produce a list of thase disinieared far
the motorwny to be commemarated in o memarial book to be fizld in the clhapel in Balion
Sirear,
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STEPHEN CARKEEK
by Frances Verily

Just under the Denis MeGruth footbridge, and to the west of the Wakefeld praves, lies ihe
grave of Slephen Carkeek, Stephen Carkeck was one of Mew Zealand®s first public servants
and played a great part ln the development of both Melsan and Wellingion,

Sicphen Carkeek was born in Swansea in 1815, He first went to New South Wales ac a first
officer of a conviet ship and fook service under the Goversement b command of 2 revenue
cutler. In 1840 at the age of 25 he was seconded to Mew Zealand and appointed as landing
wailer al Bussell and was employed for some thine with the cuiter Ranger in the survey of
Nelson Hacbour, On 2 Febroary [B42 he was sivissd by Georpe Coaper, the Collector of
Cusloms, 1hat, subject to him furndshing *iwo sufficient sureties in te sum of gne thousand
pounds .. in order that the preper Bood may be executed™ he was appotbnied sub-collector
of Cusloms at Nelson. Carkeek travelled 10 Melson with his wife and famlly, (hees boatmen,
and the frame of a wo-roomed house_* Melson at that time had a population of 500, and the
arrival af four more emigrant ships was immirent.? Accommodation was at a premivm, and
Carkeek was obliged 1o cuttain off 2 part of one of it two rooms o use a8 an offles unti
7 separaie office could be built some nine months latee, The new Cusioms offics was a
woaden shed 19 by L1 erecied at a cost of £65. A request 1o the povernment o reimburse
the cost of freighting his house o Nelson, because it was being used as the custom-house,
nuel with a refusl on the grounds thar it “woull creale a bad precedens *

In addition 1o hiz duties as sub-collector of Cusloma Carkesk became sub-treasuree, harlsour
master, quarantine officer, and posimaster, as well as authorily 1o license bonded siores and
qeclionesrs, despiie the fact that the Customs Ordinance of 1341 daclared thal "no officer of
Cuestoms .., shall ., be compelled do serve in any other public office o smployment ...*, His
increased responsibilities did not incoease his galary however - it was and remained at £200
a year.! Even then his salary was often in arears, and the slowness of receiving authority
from the government 10 pay accownis meant that he, and ather public servants, were often
ot of pocket for everyday expenses,®

Shortly afer his armival in Nelson he wrote o the Collector of Customs in Auckland saving
that he "deemed it oocessary, noview! of the desperate charaelers carvied on board the vardous
whaling and sealing boals frequenting Queen Charlole Sound, Clowdy Bay, and the crecks
andl inlets of Cook Strail, 10 arm his boats crew with five boal carbines and bagnols, to the
valoe of five pounds steeling®.?

Carkeek stayed in Melson for 7 years, during which time he enterer {he community life of
the iown, He was appointed a member of the Committee of Public Safety in 1843, and a
member of the board of management for native reserves in 1848.* He participated in whale-
boat races wilh his apily named boat Reverue® & son bomn o 1843, who was laler to
become = recipient of the Mew Zealand Cross, was named Arthue Wakefield Carkerk afier
the victim of the Wairau Incident,

Tn 1843 Carkeek iransferred to Wellington as Collector of Customs, whees he remained until
he retired in 1866, by which time he was roceiving a salary of £600 a year, and retired on
1 pension of £364.5.6," In 1858 he was appointed frst Inspector of Cusloms for Mew
Zraland, and in 1865 he opencd the Cusloms in (he Chatham Tslands. He Uved in Bowlcol
Streel, was invabved in the Anglican Churck," and was an acling trusiee af the Bolton
Street Cemetery,™* He was a keen asironomer, and was responsible for the establishment
of a lime-lall for the convenience of shipping in Wellington, The Ietlers he wrote, while he
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Staphen Carkeek confinu

was Collector of Customs in Wellinglon, to C W Richmond show him a5 2 man of humour
and acute political awareness,™ In December 1859 he wrvde to Rickmond:

*The mew 1acdff has marked admirably here, | never saw mercaniile affalrs [n pack
8 depreased state In Wellinging befowe; and yet the falling off In the revenss has beea
samparElively frifling, which I acribues solely to the wacff, Hs bier enemies arp
astontshed at the smoathness of s warking .., T wenild stromgly advize you Dot in
touch iL next session.

And in Febnuary, 1860;

“IF you are determined that nothing ehall ever be settled n Mew Zesland I bave no
objection to assiar yoo by all the means in my pidwer, b pull aur femer wock o
pieces: bat recallect if you case cut the Devl Bam the /- per ewt foods ha will enter
o & whole herd . of awine, heer, habeedashery ete, ete, because the Avckland ory
ot nat affect this Province at all, peither does the Melson affect Canterhury and 20
Oft ...; therefore 1 think you ought ta say that it is perfect, nd oat gjve the BREmy
dn apparminlty of saying that yvou yourselves ars the frse o point out whar wour
tegislation of 151 sessinn reqaires patching already, ,, | aey leLit alomp. Mevertheless
«s If ¥OU are determined, | will do all [ can i assler fom when you come down o
Fhilksiia."

Stephen Carkeck retived to Feathersion, where he established 2 private conservatory, He disd
in 1875.
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MEMORIAL PARK SEAT

The Friends have contributed a half share of the cost of a seat which has been
sited adjacent to the chapel. A plague on the seat records this joint venture 0
provide more comfort for park users.

This pleasing joint venture resulted from the proposal made by our
former Chairman Hugh Fullarion at the Annual Meeting of the Friends two

Yyears ago.

HERITAGE WEEK CEMETERY TOURS

Wellington's 1993 Heritage Week included three tours of the cemetery. These
were conducted by Margaret Alington, Anne Bumcit, Annelte Fairmeathce an™ ™
Nick Perrin. Anne and Nick also tock a large group of Queen Margarel Calleg
pupils on a tout,

Return Address:
FRIEMNDS OF BOLTON STREET CEMETERY
PO Box 2336, Wellington




