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SUBSCRPTIONS

Annual subscriptions which rcmain unchanged, ale now due. Pleas€ helP the

Friends by promptly renewing you.r membershiP by mailing your subscdPtion

with the endosed folm.
Please insert any corrections to your current addr€ss on the folm to ensue thai

our records remain up to date.

Your membership BuPport in past years has been greatly apPreciated and enables

the various actMtieiol the Friords to progress as resouces pennit. Should you

be willing to assist v/ith any specific aspects of our activities, Please tick ihe

appropriate categories on the subscription fom.
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CHATRPERSoN'S REPoRT IULY 1994
Apart from work on the budal list, the activities of the Frierds have b€€n at a fairly low
level sirc€ the Iast AGM in May 1993. Several erquiri€s were answercd ald five guided
tours were cDnducted.

. Guided Tours
On 26 September 1993 Arm Bumett, Armette Fairweath€r, Su€ Upton and I esco*€d about
35 people around the Msnodat Pa& during rh€ Spring Festival.

ln conjBction with Surune! City adivities I conducted a tour for only four p€ople cn 15

I$ruatry 194.
Heritage W€& toirrs were better attended wift nearly one hun.ired showing up on 10 Apdl,
and the lunchtime weeuy short tours werc attend€d by about a dozen people on 12 and 14

April. Anne Bum€tt and Annette Fairweather assisted me on the 6rst two tours and ran
,--\e last thenselves.

.he only privare touJ aranged for a paty frsn We[inSton E?st GirlJ College was
cancened due to rain.

Provided there is suJficient publicity at least tlvo weeks in advance, people come fforrr far
afield and in large numbers for guid€d tours, but the Surnrner Gty tows have alwar-s been
poorly attdrded.
. Dedication of Envtuorurentalists' Section
On 8 Augusl 1993 the F i€flds we.e well rcFedent€d at the unveilhg of the plaque and
plantjng of memorial trees for notable deceas€d €nviroimertalisls in the unus€d motoroay
strip at the Bowen Sueet end. The F iends had b€€n involved with discussions with ECO
and suppoted their ploposal for this use being made of former cem€tgy land taken lor the
motorway, dear€d of graves aid then not used. Amongsr tlbse corunemtrated at this
dedication cer€rnony wer€ two with a conn€.tion with the Fliends, namely Sir Charles
Flerning and Helmut Einlorn, the filit chairperson of th€ Fdends.

. Elm Tiee Near Easdale Sheet
In late lanuary 1994 I rc"-eived a l€6er ftom $€ WCC tree officer conc€ming a request for
the r€moval of a tree by a neighbour, and notification of removar of some old, dangerous
maso{arpas near t}rc Seddoi memorial. Subsequeidy I exarnined the eltn tree witll David
and toy Dunsheath and our opinion was that as it is cne of or y two reasonably maturc

.--ees m tlus corner, it should be kept if possible. We are plea!€d that this tree is being
rtained, and were pleased to be consulted about ihis and the- masocarpas.
. Remaining Reinstatement Money
Rumours of mcney left ov€r from the oiiginal $500,000 handed over by lh€ then Roads
Board (now Transit NZ) to WCC for reinstat€ment of the mernorial park aJter motorway
works were cdfiim€d by Hugh Rrllarton \{do liaised wi0r Cr Cilbeltltdpe on behall of the
committee Tllis is sudr a substantial sum of rnoney that careful planning is requned on
the best way to utilis€ it, and various propo6als have been commented on.

We are anxious that the money should nor be used for routine maintenance, and there
should be an ernphasis on the historical aspecls of $e Me-rnorial Park, and that tust piiority
should be given to assistina us to complete ah€ burial and disint€smert database.

.... continueiL on bod Wge



STATEMENT OF INCOME AND EXPENDITURE FoR THE YEAR
ENDED 31 MARCH 1994

1993
490
t18
115

123

====
723

26
t76
35
10

191
30

253

123

?755
253

-I-NC9U!subscriptions for year

Plus excess expenditure over income

EXPENDITURE
Typina and copyine

Research

Sundries - Don&tion to lfl.C.c.

1994
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---,^
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Plus excess income over expenditure

Balance lb!!j cs e! I !:!er9! -1994

Accumulated funds at l ApriI 1993 3008.08
L€ss excess expenditure over incone 357.99

3008
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20
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Represented byl
Trust Bank cheque account

subscri pt ions banked after
Inte.est in arrears

2650.09

530.09
2000.00

20.00

2550.09

Term depos its comprise:
Austrat ian Guarantee corPorat
$es tpac Banking Co!po.ation 5

ion 4.75% at caI I
.50% matu! inE r4.7

14 00, 00
1994 500.00

2000.00
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WELLINGToN CITY CoUNCIL REPoRT To THE AGM

The major event dwing 1993 was the
dedication of the environmentalist
area adjacEnt to the motorway. This
compdsed a plaque and memorial
planting of hee$ Future plantings
wil take place as memorials to
environmentalists who have
contributed to the betternent of the
New Zealand erlvironme-nt. A
mernodal book has t€en Dlaced in

^the chapel.
. Graves

Headstones are repaired as time and
rcsources permit. WCC waB able to
allocate more frmding for repairs in
193 resulting in the following
epairs: Hammon4 Holmes, Eves,
Kebbell, Smith, Snelson, Bi*ridge,
Weaver, Oliver, cilrner, Davis,
Pearce, Do$€t, Edwards, Turton,
Penham.

Vandalism of headsbones is an
ongoing problem with no easy
solution in sight.
. Maintenance
Morc pohutukawas have been felled
and a laige dead sy€more rcnoved

/1near the mass glave. Two large
ftacrocalpas were redroved near the
Seddon memorial enhance. Many of
*rc other madocarpas in *le park are

in poor @ndition and we will be
looking at possible replacement
plantinSs over the next five to ten
yea$.

It is plarmed to look at the design of
tie Seddon enhance over the nsyt 12
months.
. Memorial Seat

A 6eat was donated by the
Wellington Historical and Early
Settlers Association and has been
placed adjacent to the chapel.
. Funding
Through the efforts of Hugh
Fullarbon it was found that WCC still
held over $300,@0 in the Early
Setders Fund. This money was
given to WCC as part of the deal to
construct the new paik.
We are cwrently gathering ideas on
how the money can be spent and
then prioritising thern. We envisage
the money being spmt over several
Years and going towards visual
impovernmts as well as improving
rcrords, better signs, and so on.

- M*e Oates

Cumtor
Wellington tnd Otai Botanic Carilots



HISToRY FRoM WoMEN's PERSPECTIVES

The Frieids are most grateful to
Wellington historian FITANCES
PORTER who delivered a fascinating
ad&€ss following this yeals AGM.
Ba6ed on her currellt research, she
quoted from piivate corespondence
to be published in her Iorftcoming
b@k 'M! Hond W; WriE li,lhtt MV
Heart Dictates' wi*l ccauthors
Charlotte McDonald and Tui

MacDonald. This coffespondence
provides an insight into the pdvate
lives of women in 19th Cffbry and
eady 20th Century New Zealand. It
reveals a valuable new dimensidt to
New Zea;amd's social history
focl$ing on relationships, attitudeg
and li{e€vents (bhths, mariages and
deathsl rather than womm's
organisations and movemmts.

BURTAL Lrsr PRoJEcr: PRocREss REpoRT

In our previous newsletter (Number
38, June 1994), we oudined *le
vaious staSes to the compilation of
a definitive list oI burials within the
Bolton Sheet Memorial Pa.rk. Stage 1
comprised the preparation of an
index to the Map of Visible Graves,
available to the public in the Chapel
and elsewherc. Stage 2 comprised the
expansron of this indo( list bo

incorporate all rernaining recorded
burials, many of which relate to
disintermeits at the time oI t]rc
motorway construcdon.

Stage 3 is now commencing to edit
all entries (approx 8,500) identilied
during Stages 1 & 2. A comparison
will be made between the Friends
listing and the Registrar General's
national death records and other
relevant sowces of veification. A set
of national death recods micloficlles

has been pur&asdd for proposed
distribution among project
volunteers. We have now obtained
the use oI microfidle reading
machines for operation at
volunteers' hones. Five readeJs
were donated from Wellington
phamacies (coordinated by David
Thompson ot Karori Phamacy) and
otlErs loaned co([te6y oI the ANZ
Bank.

Should you be interested in
contributing to thi6 wonk in you!
own time,and in your own hom
please indicate as sudr on your
subscription form (enclosed).
Additional voluntee$ would be
greatly appreciated - simple
guidelines and training would be
provided.



FRIENDS oF MoUNT STREET
CEMETERY

Mernbe$ wil probably b€ aware oI
the ongoing baftles being conducted
by the Friends of Molmt Sheet
Cemetery to protect it ftom further
roading encroachmmts or sale to the
lmiveisity next door. Anyo4e with
an intercst in Wellington,s hisbory
will wish them well in their efJorts to
pres€Ne Mount sheet, the Roman
Catholic counterpart oI Bolton Street

/-\,fernodal Park, and as sudL one of
/r'e ington's original .€meteries
dating from the 1840s.

The Friends of Mount Street
Cernetery hawe recently been granted
$e status of a "Heritage Prctection
Authofity' by Simon Upton, Minister
for the F-nvironment. This gives
them the power to place a protection
order on the c€rnetery, and tley will

be fundraising for this purpoo€ at thd
Thomdon Fair on Sunday 11
Deaernber. Other events induding
guided tours and talks have been
held, and more will be held in the

We are cunently exchanging
newsletters becalrse of our muhral
interests, and our memberships
overlap to a srnall extmt at presmt.
A cons€rvation plan for Mount Sheet
is in its second draft stage and
submissions have been invited. We
are about to receive a cropy, and may
make coinments on it tfrough the
committee. Enquiries on this or any
other matters cDnceming Mourt
Street should be made to Wyevem
Price on 232 4586 or Neil Coup on
589 6924 or FMSC, PO Box 12 353,
Wellington.

RESEARCH ARTICLE:
RoBERT HoLr CARpENTER (1820 - 1891)

ROBERT HOLT CARPENTER (1821-1891) and his wife HARRIET (died 1903)
arrived in Port Nid|olson from Ba*t, Sdnerset, on the shiD ,,Birman" in 1842. Thevfiad pre?urchased a sectjon h Mol€sworth Street lon the cufient site of th;
mglican Cathedrat) which they cteared beforc blritding their h(xlse.

During this strenuous activity, Robefl was seriously and permanentlv iniued bv
a falling tree. As a scholar of Greek and f,atin, he then opened a i"o'na-fr^i
bookshop in frcnt of the house which gadually overflowed with books shipped
ftom England. Among his friends and readers was Sir Georee Grevi'He
rpresented Wellington on the provincial Council, was a member of de Wellin6on
Town Board until 1870 and Borough Council (1870-71). The menodal sbone"for
both Robert and Harriel is relocated within Bolton Sbeet Memodal park (ref El2
10) following disintemmt prior to motolway construction.
The Carpenters' only dild, ELLnN LOUISE Oom 1842), married FREDBRICK
COOPER who had anived ftom SomeNet with his brottrer, SAMUEL. Samuel
became tle propriebor of the ,,Thistle lrm,, the oldest standing Wellington hotel



{in Murphy Street). Frederid< fo$ded the firm of Coopers Seeds on the Marmers
Street watefront New, larger premiseg on the comer of Mamers. Street and St
Mary tane survived for lm years until the 1980s (replaced by Telecom House).
Two of the Cooper's many dildren, ESTHER MARY CAROLINE and ROSA
EMIL, died tragically in 1874 aid. 1875 iespectiv€ly and were buried in the
Church of England Cexnetery @olton Street), (ref F14 17). Their uncle SAMUEL
and his wife, ELIZABETH (died 1869], wele afso buded there.

Robert Ca+enter's style of dress was lmusual. In hi8 old age he often sat outdide
his sllop where he caught the eye of the porhait painter, BLEANOR CATHERINE
(KATE) MAIR (nee SPERREY). After several requests he allowed her to paint his
portait, now in the podsession of the Cooper family. Kate was buded in 1893 wi*l
her (ather in the Chu.rci of England Cernetery (Bolton Stre€t). Their Srave was
disinterred and the memodal stone nov/ resides near the oak tre"e (gid referenc.a
F1411J.

- Backgrornd infontution hofi Mrs EIIen Ngaie Cooper is a(*nouledged with thafiks

Chairperson's Repo.t corltifiud ltom poge 3
. Burial List Proiect
We now have th€ public, tewish and Church of Fnsland rccords combined inlo a single
cornputer databasq the printout from which is now r€ady fon checking and core.ling, and
a subcommitree has b€en set up to do this woik, so we can expect rnaFr plogess on this
in tl€ near tuture. Il has be€n decided to .le.k all nanes with th€ Registrar-G€ndal's
d€ath records as a double ch€ck for spelling, and to s€pamt€ actual burials iom
commemorative inseiptions to tho6e buried elsewherg
. Newsletters
Two newsl€sers hav€ be€n produced in the last year, the tust by lohn Daniels and dre
s€cond by David Dunsheath and John Daniels. Arm Bum€tt was lerponsible for
distribstion on both occasions,

. Crave Repairs
The sterling work by Rodney Re,ad and other Council stiff in the last year is much
appreciated. We are also appreciative of the further excel.lenr repairs caried oui t

. Acknowledgements
I wish to thanl ihe mernb€rs of lhe conunittee for their efforts this year, and also thank
Margial€t Alington and Hugh Fullaiton fo. their services outside the cornmitt€e.

- Ni& Pedn, Olairpe6on
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