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Noiice of Annual General Meeting

6 pdr, lh6dry, 17 Au8ust tcc5
at the Loaves 6nd Fish€s HalL

Angtican Cathedrl, Moleswoith St Wellin8ton

Folowed by a feature prsentation entitled:

"Cards, old maps and !€gisters -
Helping to get th€ir names right"

Ni.k Perin willdescribe th€ resulls of our ra€ar.h towards d iniaed burial lisl, includinA a

demonstration usinA miaofi.he and .ompure.. Severdl hrsreries hav€ been solved includina
id€niili.ation of several'unkno*ns'.
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5.
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8.
9.

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING AGENDA

Minutes or the 1994 Amual Gen€ral Meeiing.
Matlers arising from th€ minutes.
ChairpeFon s Report.
Treasuer's Report dd financial statements.
We ington City Council Parki md Recreation Depanment s Repori.
Eiection of Officers.

"That, in a.cordance wiih Rule 5 of the Rules of the Societ, Rule 1 be am€nded
to .hanae ihe nane of ihe Society to "Friends of Bolton Sh€et Memorial Park
In@lpoated (refer to explanatory note over page).
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.8ffi14.q$mdg6$g**rFrE PRo?osED NaME CHANGE:

Ar $e roqJ AGIvr t*FlqFlEglIlwe should charBe Lhe name of ouJ soLie\ Fcr
''!r'en<ls or Bollon Slreet CemeberylncorpoEted', ro "Friencls ot Bolron Slret Memorial
Pdrk Incorpordled". The l%ic behjnd this suggesrion h [ur the Wellinsbon Gh Coucit
now ofEciaily refe6 to the area in question as "Bolron Sb€el Memorial parl'. '

Ihe whole dea of buial $ound now encompa$ed withir rhe Memorial park w6 often
referred to aJter 1891 as the "Town G'net€ry',, to differentiate ft llom -Karori
C€netery". Later the popular name "Bolton Sireet C€netery',was adopred bur rhis trme
wd bonowed frm the original trme for the Church of England secti;n @orderins
Bolton Street) of tlE park The other section. i.e., rhe public sectio& was origimlly -
known as the "Sydney Se€€t Cemetery".

It should also be noted that the whole burial area is no longer legally a cemetery. 1

The Commiitee now recommends that this society bring itsetf inro line by rh€ change of

JosEpH DRANsFTTtD - MAyoR oF WEt I TNGToN

by Ni.k P€dn

Bolton Sbeet can claim to be the last resting place of both contenders for the
tide First Mayor of Wellingto& namely Ceorge Hunter and Jos€ph Dransfield.
George Hunter headed the poll in the election for a council following covernor
Hobson's proclarnation of the town as a borough in 1842. Hunter died in 1843
aged 56, and is buded next to the Wakefi€ld grav€, at grid L15 07. Hobson,s
ordinance was later disallowed, so there is some justification for claiming Joe
Dransfield as Wellington's first (property constituted) Mayor in 1820. If we
accept George Hunter as first Mayor, then Joe Dransfield was the third. William
Guyton was tie second, sefling as Mayor briefly after ceorge Hunter,s death.
Howev€r, The EveninS Post of 22 June 1995 desoibed "Wellington,s first Mayor
Joe Dransfield" in an article about plans for the prese*ation of Dransfield --\
House in Upper Willis St.

Between 1843 and 1870 Wetlington had no Mayor. The affairc of the town were
managed by the Provincial covernment (1843-63), and tlrc Town Board (1863-
70). The Municipal Corporation Act of 1867 atlowed the fo.mation oI elected
councils, but it w,ts Lhree years before Wellington dcted on it, electing a Mayor
dnd Council 60r the first rjme in 1870. Joe Dransfield served as Mdyo; t8Z0-;J
and 1878-79 (resigned), and was a councillor 1874-2 (resigned). Before this, he
had been on the Town Board of 1863 and served a time as ils chairman. When
h€ was first elected Mayor, Weltington had a population of 8,000.



Besides being buded there, Joe Dransfield had other connections with th€
cemetery. As Mayor/ he was no doubt involved in the conboversy about the- 
need for a new cemetery and his Council was responsible for th; public
(Sydney St) Cemetery as the non-Church of England (i.e. 'non-conformist")
portion was tlen known. As early as 1855 there was pnessure Iot a new
ceftetery outside the heart of town, and in 1872 a bill was inhoduced to finance
preliminary steps towards opening a new cemeteiy to the east of Karori Road
(now Glenmore St) in what is now part of the Botanic Garden. With the
possibili9 of the closure of Bolton St/Sydney St cemeted€s as a result of this
acl Joseph Dransfield organised a pettion asking for bu als to be allowed in
the existing cemetery in pre-purchas€d or existing family plols (exactly th€
situation that later eventuated after the opening of Karoii Cemetery in 1891).

/-He obtained 1m signatureg which probably conhibuted bo the act being
,iLhdrawn because of strong opposition.

He was one of 12 formel Mayo$ to have a sheet named after him. Dransfield
St is a rather insignificant sbeet behind Rutby League park connecting
Finnimore Tce to Liardet St (at the end of Hutchison Rd- named after;noth€r
Mayor).

Dransfield was a Freemason (New Zealand Pacific Lodge No 514. The pacific
Lodge was established in 1842. Dransfietd was not one of Wellington,s earliest
setde$, but he features in the list of those present at a meeting in 1866. He
attended the unveiling of the notable Tucker rnasonic monument in 1874 (crid
E11 03). Tucker had died the previous year. and roe Dransfield was one of
those who attended the funeral. The unveiling of the monument was
accompanied by a masonic parade followed by a dinn€r.

In 1863 Dransfield's place of business was on the north side of Old
Customhouse St (now Bond St), and in 1866 it was next bo the post Office in
Grey St. He was described as a merchant, and his activities as a merchant

zaxtended to ship,owning, t}le W€llington Almanac for 1883 lists him as owner
Jf two ships- "Confurence" and "Malay". In 1863 his hous€ was on the east side
of Willis St south of Ghuznee St corner. I haven t managed to determine
wh€tier it was the same site as tiat of the recently fire-damaged, derelict
Dranslield House which was built about 1875 in upper Willis St, and can be
seen next to the Quality Inn (former YWCA) near the Webb St corner.

The Council was recently agonising over the late of Dransfield House, which it
owns. At lirst a proposal to move it to Aro St and repair it was accepted, but
now there js pressure to preserve it on its present site. I remembet visiting a
friend flatting there about 20 years ago, when it was in quite good ord€r. But
after a period as an arts cenEe, it was allowed to become derelict and was
recendy damaged by fire almost badly enough to require demolition.



lgsephDransfield died in 1906 at the age of 80, and was buried in C of E plot
5101, along with his wife an4 I assume, two daughteB. Their graves were
disinterred for the motorwa, and their reimtat€d and reass€nibled broken
marble headstone is at grid Jl4 24. It readsr

In loving rumory
oI

MAIY T,OTJ'ISA DRANSFIELD
Who died Jmuary 29rh 1879

A6€d 9

ELVINA DRANSFIELD
Who di€d February 28rt 1893

Aged 25

MARY DRANSFTELD
wife of J Dasffetd

Wto die't J!!€ ath 1896
Ag€d 68

"86 chtt ltu shtll *e lp ad cal
ha btzsseZ"

Also J DRANSnELD
Hqsb d of tlp.bove

Di..l21sr Sept mb€r 1906
Ated E0 years

This monument can be seen if you step of the path wbich runs doxn thjough the trees
frcm Madel€y Path tovards the coner of the Early Senlen, Memorial Law4 behind
the prominent Thornas Cook stone on Madeley Palh. (It is tfte second one below
Thonas Cook). But fiIst look at lhe map in the chapel to flnd grid square Jl4- it is not
far fiom there.

Most of lhe above historical informalion came from the following sources by looking
up all rcferences to 'rDrarlsfield. J" in tlEir indexes:-

Alinfto4 Margaret H.,1978, "Uquiet Earth" - We ington C$, CouDcil and Ministry or
Works and Development

lrvirc-Smi6, F.L., 1948, "The Srreers ofmy City'- A.H. & A.W_ Reed.

Wan( Louis E. 1928, "Early Welington,' - Whitcombe & Tombs.
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