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EDITORIAL

we are rather late in g€tting this newsletter tog€ther for which I apologise. This also

means that our€allfor subscriptions is well into the financialy€ar. There has been much

activily in the Memorial Parkrecently, including najor headstone repairs, and a ground'
penetrating radar survey has been made to try to locate some 54 reintermenls und€rtaken

in 1906 afier their original (1890-1891) burial locations in Public Cemetery Reserve V
which was removed to fill a gully to form Anderson Park. Membership applicaiion and
renewal [om" are included s irh rhi, ne$slefler.

CHAIRPERSON'S REPORT I9S5.S6

The main point to report is that the change in name ofthe Friends to "Friends ofBolton
St Memorial Pa*" has now been formalised and registered. Thanks lo Sue Upton for
s€eing this through.

Since our last annual geneml meeling on 17 August 1995 ther€ has been continuing
intensiveworkon the burial list database, wilh the checking against $€ Registrar General's

index ofdeaths almost completed (only fourofthe years behveen I848 and 1900 have yet

to be entered into the database). This has allowed verilicarion of most olthe enlries and

conection where necessary.
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Besides this work, I borrowed rhe sexton's (Mr Shofie/s) daity diary ofdisintennents for
the motorway from the Karori Cemetery office and entered it all into another database to
allow sorting for aralysis. Only ptot numbers (ifrecognis€d) and the number ofremains
and ashes from each plot were recorded;n a daily summary, atong with the destination of
ihe remains, which were atmosr all to the Mass Crave, but a feq at the request of
relativ€s, went to either Karorior Makara for reburiat. orro Karori for crcmado;. Verv
lew names rere recorded. bur ilems or je$e ery and a Iew orher noles were.

The next phase oflbis exercise thar I carri€d out was ro add names from the other
dalabase, and a comparison ofthe recorded names for a plot compar€d ro the numbers
found There are many discrepancies, and it is obvious thar in pta;es, the plor nunb€rs
lisred in th€ daily diary are one or two ont ofstep with rhe ptot numbers recorded on rhe
cards and registers. This may be resolved by checking against the "Map Book'. At least
this step puts us well on rhe way to compiling a tisr ofna;es ofthose c;rtainty identified-l
ai di.inlened ror lhe molor$ay

New conclusions liom rhis work are rhat the ofi]cial total ofdisinlerr;d human remains
oll,693 does not include ashes recovered. The unchecked total is for 84 ashes and 3742
burials. or 3,826 individuals. Oflhese, 3652 went to rhe mass grave, 6l to Karorj for
cremation, l9 to Karori for buriat, and 4 to Makara for burial. Six;ppear to be unresotved
in this toral.

Only two committee meetings have been held sjnc€ the last AGM. and one ofrh€se
dt(u<.edrheturureolrherriend.consideringrhetoqtevetofacri!iticsorherrhanwork
on th€ burial lisi database. Two guided rours as pari of the .Wom€n,s Recreational
Bonanza" were organised and conducted by Margaret Alington, Sue Upton and Annelte
Fairweather in March. I assisted at the second one ofthese.

Thanks to ihe commiftee for their services this year. especially David Dunsheath, John
Daniels and Sue Upton for producing and posting the n€wsletter, as w€ll as for rlEi; other
committee duti€s. Thanks also to Ma.garer Alington for advice and assistance. Forrh€ir
work on rhe darabase checling I rhank Lindsay Campbe .,Vivienne Boste, and John
Daniels for the hug€ amount ofwork they done.

I belrere the frrend\ have 
'ole 

in rhe \.temor iat park. a. ourlined in rhe lan ne$stener (}lo. _
4l). If qe can gel enough,uppon Fom members. especia y in rhe torm ofa vidbte
commin€e, then I propose the following:-

I Complete burial list research and compile a lisr ofdisintened. bv mid t997 so
rhe) can be recorded in a memonat book rn lhe chapet. and a copy ot rhe
darabase to be deposired with the City Council for incorporation into their
cemetery database.

2 Conducr at least three major guided rours a year, and perhaps a few others at th€
requesl of other interested groups such as schoots. Ifpossible, some ofthese
should be preceded by a working bee ro scrub some headstones.
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H€lp the Council to make some decisions on the us€ ofthe motorway money

that we are all happy with.

Try to gain new members by means ofpublicity in the chapel, articles in the
Friends ofthe Botanic Gardens oewsletter, and gen€alogical magazin€s. First of
all, small copies ofmap B2l7 ne€d to be placed in th€ chapel so people can look
up lhe index, and find the location they ar€ looking for by taking a copy to
navigate with. Along with this, we should offer a contact number for tbe Friends,
and offer information from the database to supplement the index to 82t7.

Genemlly support and assist on request the Friends ofMount Street Cemerery.

/-\Nick Penin

ChairpeNon

::rl
TOMBSTONOS 1848

On 18 September 1848 Colonel William Wakefield, principal agent ofrhe New Zealand
Company in New Z€aland, died ofa stroke. His only child, Emily, had narried Edward
Stafrord and they resided inNelson. Fmncis Dillon B€ll, who was Wakefield's assistant,
wrote a very emotional letter to Stafford, slating that he had made an invenrory of
Wakefield's effects and for Stafford to come over and wind up the esrare. He enclosed an
account for th; tombstone,15176 ($10.75) which Stafford duly paid. This ston€ is now
housed in the Mernorial Chapel in Bolton Street. The total cosl of erecting a rombsrone
ov€r th€ gmve of the late Colonel was f, I 5/7/6 ($30.?5). Delails of expenses other than
the cost of the stone are not availabls. George Haigh, the stonemason who suppli€d the

/\ sandstone block, affived in Wellington on the "Birman" with his wife and childr€n in
February 1842.

A W Mccormick
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HEADSTONE REPAIRS

Major repair work has been undertaken this year, and more is pending. In the J€wish
Cemetery. the Philip Moellerstone had been re-set, the Isaacs grave repaired completely,
and Lipman Levy's tall column is about 10 be re-erecled. Many smaller, fragmented stones
have been repai.ed. and the Andrcws monument has been re-erected.

The Andr€ws grave is on lhe righl hand side ofthe main path (Robertson Way)just before
it l$ns hard right and downhill to the top of the Denis Mccrath footb.idge. The
monument was in three pieces, and part ofit looked for many years more like a crooked
lree stump cove.ed in ivy until it was repaired (see photograph). The inscription is

unfortunately very iaint and corroded, butwe know EmilyAndrews was buried there on
7 June 187,1. aged 9 years and 9 months. and John Thomas Watson was buried there in,-\
Oclober 1880 aged 26.'rhey were probably brother and sister.

Otfier records indicate that Martha watson
lvas buried under the Andrews stone in
1890 (actually recorded as half a plot
spacing away). also Roben Watson is

recorded for this plol in 1885 in one set of
rccords. and anotherplol altogether in other
records. and an Andrew T. Watson. daie
u known is attributed to this plot. 1 believe
the lasl menlioned is aclually a mistaken
listing for John Thomas Andrews. and that
Robet Watson is not at this plot (he was a
Presb)terian, and Martha was a Free
Mclhodist. so they are u l;kely to be
related).

Whal we can be sure of is dlal the stone
connnemorales Emily and John Thonas
Andrews. because iber€ is enough
inscriplion remaining to confirm that. lt
seenrs l;kely that Matha Watson was
buried close by, and the othertwo watsons
are in error. Such are lhe uncertainii€s in

N;ck Pen in

Andrews srave (grid Ml0 04)
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DEPARTURE OF RODNf,Y READ AND CLARE DOUCLAS

Members ofrhe Friends who know parl$ and Recrearion gard€ns staff Rodney Read and
Clare Douelas wilt be sorry ro hear of Lfieh departure liom *e V emoria t pa,*. r hei tral
special responsibitii) fo' $e nainrenance ofrhe Memorial part. clare orcupying rhe oiJ
Church of England sexton,s conag€ in Botton Street, ana noaney *as'a reiiaentar
custodian ofthe cardens occupying the house n€xt to the herb gard;n on ihe ridg€ west
ofthe Lady Norwood Rose carden. Unfortunatety, it is by no meaos cenain that tie next

/-occupant ofrhe sexron,s conage will have any involvem€nt wi(h the memorial park, and
Rodney's former residence wi be demotished.

Clare had been occupying lhe sertonis conage since aboul tq90. and was marnh
responsibie forfie lower pan ofthe MemoriatparL, on rhe ea,r side ofthe rnoLorua" H"1
prcsence ther€ has been a det€nent ro vandalism and late-night parrying. She has de;arred
to travel overseas, and left in the first week ofF€bruary.

Rodney had been involved rnainly wirh the Memorial park sinc€ he took over the job fiom
Bruc€ Harkness 14 years ago, and atso had orh€r responsibiliries within the Boranic
cardens as well. He continued with th€ Heritage Rose plantings slarred by Bruce and
Chri$ine Harl,oess. and ran annuatguided tours lor ro*.rf,r"i"".. U. a*rn"a.*r.
rhat vandalised monumenl, \ ere coltected and nored until lhe) coutd be repaired and
r€placed, and his knowledge of fte Memoriat park has been lnvaluable. tie is to be
$anked for the preserlalion ofmany fi-agmenls otmonumenl\ thal uoutd othen ise have
been lost. and his dedicarion beyond lhe ca ofdury are ro be commended.

Rodneys lasr da) $as the 14ft Februdr). aner which he depaned for lhe Wairampa ld run
his own garden conlracring busine,s. I hope he wi conrinue ro be an acrire member ol
lhe Friend.. despile his depanure. Rodne) and Ror send the members or lhe Friend. rheir
best wrshes ldr rhe furure.

^ t am very sorry to see both ofthem go, and thank them for rh€ir serJi€es ro rhe Memodal
Parft. I hop€ to beableto build as good a relationship wirh their replacements when they
are appointed as I had with Rodney and Ctare.

Nick Penin
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FRIENDS OT BOLTON STREET MEMORIAL PARK

MINUTf,S OF ANNUALGENERAL Mf,ETING

HELD 22 MAY 1996 AT 8PM IN THE LOUNCO

AT ST ANDREWS ON THE TERRACE

Present Nick P€rrin (chair), John Daniets (tr), Sue Upton (sec), David
Dunsheath, Annene Fairweather, Mac Mccormick, Frances Veriry,
David Luke, Jenny D6niels, Vivienne Bogte, BiI Atington, Margaret
Alington, Hugh Fullarton, Rodney Read, David Kiddey, Mike Oates
(after anoth€r meeting)

Apologies A. Bumett, K. Smlrh, L. Buick-Constabte, L. Buckingham, N. Cooper, '-\
J. Webster, c. Wellings

Minutes Resolved that minutes ofrhe 1995 ACM b€ confirn€d

oarietnlccorm;ctr

Matt€rs Arising

Name change confirmed

Molorway money still being considered. Mov€d that Friends seek annual statem€nt of
balance ofaccount from Wellington Ciry Council. Proposed Hugh Fu artod Seconded
M. Alington

Chtirperson's Report

Resolved that report be accepted. Vote ofthanks passed to Nick penin forhis work on
burial list project.

H. Fullarton/M. Alington

Treasurerrs Repor{ and Financisl Statemenh

Commitlee had decided not to collect subs. Accounts adopt€d 1
Daniels/McColmick

Wcc Parks and Recr€ation Departm€nt Report

Mike Oates tabled his report. Rodn€y Read spoke about value of Fri€nds walk-througb to
WCC and answered questions about use ofthe chapel.

Election ofOffic€rs

Chairperson: Nick Penin S€cretary: Sue Upton

Vice Presidenl: Mac Mccormick Treasurer: John Daniels
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Gener.l Busin€ss

Future ofFri€nds: The role ofthe Friends was discussed. It was agreed that there was
still a need for the organisation, but that to p€rfom efficiently a more active membe.ship
wa-s needed. Ways of publicising th€ Friends and strengthening contacts with oihe;
organjsations were discussed. The meeting agreed that it was imporrant that rhe Friends

/-\should continue to see out unfinished projects and performing a watch-dog rote.

t
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Commihee: David Dunsheath, Annene Fairweather David Kiddey, Frances Veniry
Election ofAuditor

Mr Byme agre€d to s€rv€ another term. Resolv€d thar he be appointed honorary auditor.

Daniels/Dunsheath

Meeting closed at 8:30 pm.

Heritage €onsultant, Michael Keily gave an illustrated talk on
Govemment Buildings', (The otd wooden building).

"The Restoration ofthe

FRIENDS OFTHE BOLTON STREf,T MEMORTAL PARK

REPORT TO I996 AGM

The id€ntification oftunding rhiough the Earty Setrteis Menoriat Fund did produ€e a list
ofdesiiable pmjects described in last year's annuat repon. However, the tu;ding wilt iol
be available untilJuly t996 and so none ofth€se projecrs has comenced. We h;ve asked
for $50000 to b€ available for various projects in th€ 1996, financiat year. These project5

_ will include computerisation ofrecords, turther upgrading ofthe chapeland preiaration
1-of a menorialbook, and work on some major headitones. We wi Ue asking ihe friends

for assishnce in idenfirying suitable headstones for r€storation. Anolher urg; projecr is. the iostallation ofa fence on top ofrhe wa above the mass grave for safety reaioni_ ttre
fence would be in the same style as the iron fence between the park and th€ Ministrv of
Commerce Building.

Genersl Maintenance

The large poplar on Observatory path was in poorhealth and a danger to the public so was
removed early in I 996. The acacias on Robertson path next to the motorway \r€re also cut
to try and creaie a dense hedge and so reduce motorway noise.
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Planting

8 roses were planted dudng the year A inajor planting also took place around the S€ddon
Memorial. This Memorial was extensively renovated by tntemat Afiairs and the
opportunity arose to reptinl the gounds in roses, so linking the ptanting with the adjacent
Park. Further plantings will rake place this winter.

Memorial Chapel

Minor renovation ofthe displays took place earlier this year including sealing the existing
displays to prevent dust entering. addition ofinformation on the origin ofthe bier, and a
photograph ofthe Ropiha headstone prior to renovation.

Pholographic Archive

Margaret Aljngton very kindly ananged for WCC ro receive a set ofslides shorving the
development ofthe Park Fom irs establishment as I cemeteries in l8401hrcugh to rhe
present day. This set will be an invaluable collecrion for reference pur?oses as well as
usetul when giving talks.

Wslking Trails

The Memorial Park features in two new tmils:

The Thorndor Heritage Trail passes through the Park and h one of the three trails in
the City which ident;ry Wellington's early history. The trait is described in a vewry
attmctive booklet availabl€ liom lnformation Centr€s throughout the city.

The City to S€a Walkway starts liom Bolton Street and runs through the Ciry to lsland
Bay. This walkway is being esrablished by Wellington Ciry as a firrther watkway to
compliment the Southem, Eastem and Norrhem walkways. The southem part of rhe
walkway is currently being built. Signage willthen be installed.

trfo 0rb'
MIKE OATES, WELLINCTON CITY COUNCIL
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FRIENDS OF
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SOLTON STREET CE]IIETERY I NC.

3nd Expendrture for rhe rea.

1995
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100

___: .plus.xcess exp€ndiru.e over incooe
109

EXPEI'IDITUR'
Privat. Posr Bdr

INCOME

subsc. i pt jons for y.a.

Bal4ce SLer! !€ 4! Ll Ma.ch !q96
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erpendirurG over incone

T.ust Brnt ch.que,ccount

]196

4.00

126.69

t42
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l5 2.95
25.00
28_60

r 53,50
r.50

_:l: Ercess rncon. ove. expenditu.e lll:il

2468

2868

2650
2a6t,6t
r26.69

2740.92

fern d€po3its conprise:
.il::I:l':" 91".."t.. corpora(ion 7.1!.i ar carr*esrpac BankinE Corpo.aLion 7.OO"r n6rurrn! lr.lO 1996

S DANIIIS, IION TREASURER
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AUDTTOR'S REPORT
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I h.ve ersmircd th€ books.nd iccoSttr or th. rrr.nd3 of
Eolron strc.r C.m.r.ry Imorpo.6!ed 6fi !.yc obt!ined.lt tne
inforM!ion .nd .rpl!nrrior. t h.v. r.{ili.d- tn ny oprniontla .rtacl.d lnco.e lnd Erp.ndltur. 

^ccounr 
and a.l.nca sd.!tr.pr.r.nr f!irly th. fi!.ncirl positton of thc 8@i.ry .a tlu.lcli 1996;nd ah. rcstlti of it. rctlvities for tbe ycar
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end.d on th.t dare-
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