
Friends of Bolton Steet

pplpNn${t.orial Park

tson ToN SlfREElt
MEMORL{I IP,URK ruconponerer
FO BOX 2336 WELLINCTON

NEWSLETTER No 43 MAY 1997

NOTICE OF ANNUAL Gf,NERAL MEETING

8pm Monday 26 May lg97
af St Andrews on The Termce

(in lounge, enhy righrhand side ofchurch)

ACENDA

L Apologies

meetrng)
3. Matters arising from'the minutes
4. Chairperson'sreport
5. Treasurerk report and financial statement
6. WCC Parks & Recreation Report
7. Election ofcommiftee
8. Election ofauditor
9. CenemlBusiness
10. Address by guest speaker

Cuest Spealrer - ISOBEL CABI IES - \aa)finding and interprelarrl}n con\uhanl.



"Presenting the park to the public" - proposals for interpretation ofthe memorial
park, including signage. pamphlets, maps and displays.

Isobelwas contracted by the City Councilto produce a report fora propos€d major
overhaul of interpret;ve material for the M€morial park. and has established a
sounci ovemll philosophy which will be ofmajorb€nefit lo users. Her findings will
be presented for discussion.

Plans for the proposed redevelopment ofthe upper (Kinross St/Anderson park)
entmnce, which is complementary to Isobel's work, will also be available for -'\
viewing. This redevelopment is connected to the proposals to redevelop the area.
from the entrance to Anderson park and the Lady Norwood Rose Carden, to the
Kinross St exit.

THE PARNELL STONE

Wh€n Samuel Duncan Pamell, carpenter, said to be th€ originator ofthe eight hour
working day, died on l7 December 1890, a body ofworking men decided to fom
an association called the Pamell Memorial Committee. The objective of the
commitlee: To perpetuate the memory ofSamuel Duncan pamell, the eight hour
working day pioneer.

In 1892, the commiftee commissioned a local architect, William Crichton, to
design a drinking fountain to be erected jn front ofthe new public library on the
corner of Wakefield and Mercer Streets. The base ofthe fountain was to be of
Timaru blue stone while the upper portion was to consist of awhite Italian marble
slab bearing a suitable inscription and sumounded by ornamental pillars. The^
design \ as said lo be in harmon) wirh the architecture oflhe building and to
reflect every credit upon Mr Crichton. The plans were laid before the city council
by Messrs W H Pofter, W Mccill and W Crichton in | 892, although the library
was not erected until 1893.

ln 1908 the fountain was repaired by the City Council for rl5 -6-0 (g30.60) and
al the date of the demolition ofthe library in 1942 the fountain was not in working
order and the memorial was reported lo be dilapidated. The marble slab with the
bronze plaque ofPamell was transfer.ed to Trades Hall.
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In 1993 the marble slab was transferred to the Bolton Street Memorial Chapel.

Pamell met with some opposition to his eight hour working day when the normal
working hours were 12 to 14 hours per day. Mr St Hill RM met pamell and told
him he had heard ofhis eighl hour day inrroduction. and lold him thar Caplain
Daniell was due to arrive on th€ Adelaide, and he would be a large employer of
laboua and he would soon put a stop to this racket. The captain's reactions have not
been recorded.

James Petherick, who arrived on the Auror4 while employed by the New Zealand
Company at Petone began to agitate for shorter hours. He was working from
sunrise to sunset. He records that he became unpopular with his foreman aid was
soon dismissed.

It is difficult to ascertain the standard wage rate but il would appei; rhar 3/_ (30
cents) was the eight hour rate and 5/- (50 cents) was the 12 to 14 hour rate. as the
eight hour day \^as not unirersall) accepled. Al the lasr Labour Da) I lCgo) as far
as the writer could ascertain, no mention was made ofpamell, or oithe eight hour
day.

When Pamell died on l7 December I890, he left an estate with a gross value of
f956-3-1, ($1,912.31). He bequearhed his residence in Cambiidge Terrace
(Volume | 2 Folio 267) to Margaret Beck (she may have been his house-keeper and
was his next door neighbour), wife of William Beck, tailor, of Wellington, for her
sole and sepaEte us€. To Ovid Norgrove ofWellington, carpente/s aplrentice, he

_ bequeathed hislools, carpenter,s implements and any wood in his carpente/s shop
/'-Nalued at fl0 ($20). He leji numerous smali bequesS with resi<iuary beneficiaries

equally:

James Bronger of Makar4 farmer
lsabella Kane ofNapi€r, widow
Mrs Rankin of Sloan St, Chelsea, London, widow ofhis late nephew Samuel.

Pamell was buried in the public (Sydney St) Cernetery, now part ofBolton Street
M€morial Park. There was no religious service, but a socialistic ceremonv was
performed ar rhe gmve side b) Mr John Chanlrey Hans. Hi. ptor number is i t8.C
(Crid N08 06 on rhe modern map).
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ln 1848 Parnell bought 35 acres ofSection 36, Karori Road and kept a diary of
farm activities. ln view ofthe fact that we are constantly being reminded ofthe
"Big One". his description ofthe 1848 earthquake may tle ofinterest:-

"Monday 16 October (1848) a severe earthquake at hventy
minutes to two a.m. lasted several minutes. Did a deal ofdanrage
and other parts. Several slight shocks during the day.

"Tuesday l7th. During the day one severe shock this aftemoon at
twenty five minut€s to four. Destroyed all brick buildings in --\
Wellington. Continued more or less all night and-

"Wednesday 16th. Several smart shocks.

"Thursday l9th between 4-5 in the moming the mosfsevere
shock I have fell, the earth vibrating all day with rumbling noises
incessantly.

"Friday, Saturday, Sunday and Monday -shocks at intervals.

"Tuesday 24th a severe shock about 2 in the aftemoon. At night
we had them very quick indeed."

The National Earthquake Information Cenhe rates the intensity ofthe strongest
shock at 7. I Richter magnitude scale. Pamell makes no reference in h is I E55 diary

. to the | 855 earthquake.

A complete biography ofSamuel Duncan Pamell is in the Nationat Biography 1a
New Zealand.

-A.W. McCormick
Acknowledgments:
Helen McDonnell ofthe Wellington Public Library
Evening Post 6 July 1892
Stockade 12 No l7 1984
National Earthquake lnformation Centre
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THE BOLTON STREET MAP BOOK

The "Map Book" is an hislorical document kept in the fire_proof vault at theKarori sexlon s office. A poor phorocopy is in ,i," r"^u"ii r-iu".y. ,"j ii"".
neen provded with a new photocopy forchecking purposes. It wasc;oiled atnrdlsle-t940 from rhe exisring records with cneckie 

",ia "h"t"*_h;.ii.--,;and headsrones as rhey rhen were. Ir is. unfonuni',.ry. 
""., 

r'""J,nl,i",i. if, ,,irlremains the most recenr aftempt ar a full compilation 
"i,ilil. ;;;;;;:

comprised in the Botron Street Memoriat park b€i.* rf,.."a". rn"p fijii"i_j,^. its index, and our present work,

There are maps ofeach cemetery block with a list ofthe names and dates oftheoccupants of the plots in each block. ln some cases lhese are f"ii.;; ;;
photogmphs and more comprehensive details. in.f"ai"g 

".*r";ha ;r"""f "'ffences. la) ing nar of headsrones and (rarel) ) totrt .tirnln"tlon ofutt r.u.l, oJr'n
untdenttitabte grave. The .,Map 

Book" draws heavily on the Ig2g MaD oflhePublic Cemetery. and the undated but known ro U. p* f sEs ,";fih""Cir;h
ofEngland Cemetery, and repeats many ofthe erroo ln tf,"." ao",irn"nir. t-utlr..
corrects some as a result offield checking.

lhe "Map Book" records that. on 25 July lqlg.clean_uD,work shned an.t
continued unril 22 September tclq. during which lc g16".r;.r.;;ih.,;;.;
completely, or had their fences removed and fr""a.t""". ,"-".""tJ 

". 
iria n"t.

These were atl on the main path. Between Decemt- I e:e 
""J 

l"rf i ei r'-",ioii",
I 6 graves were worked on, making a total of 5S g.uu"s t 

"uing'Oe"n 
.e*lue-O

compleGly or having fences removed. It appears that most Jd";;;;
a :!eg:n il ajt etrort to improve the appearance of rhe cemeteries for the tq40

New Zeatand Cenrennial celebrations_

Coverage.in the 'Map Book . is quite comprehensive in areas close to lhe main
parn. \.rhrch were the arcas mosr amected b] the ,,clean_up,. 

operations. lt includes
photographs of the graves that were removed 

"ornpfat"fy, 
o. f,uA tf,"i. iin"".

removed and headslones re-erecled or laid flal. Fo.;r*"., ,f,".. ur" of,oior*"ii
of rhe gra\ e of Ellen Taylor ( pbt a. bbck ll), nho died in I85 L..u'+. "r"rl*Taylor and Waring I allol. \ hich had a wooden pl"f.., f"n.. r"J 

" 
L.g" iii'"giowing in lhe middle oflhe plol. Ihe fence and tree were removed in trrtv_a o,*r

lqlq. and her headslone laid flat on a concrete bea. 
""0 

ir r.*ri^ rf,"t *'"y rj"y.Il can be found on Map 82 t7 at K t5 0?
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Unfonunatel). nol alloflhe graves lotall) oblileraled were unidentifiable. (Nollhal I am in favour ofthe removal ofany ;ces ofsrares. anonrmotrs dr n^r, r;;
Insrance. lnere used to be t\ao visible gra\es on the ,en of lh; path im;el;;re;msrde rhe Botron sr enrrance ne\l to rhe sexlon.s *n"e" @[oT;"o j'iJi'i.;i
2)..t ha\e since found rhar one of rhese i. ,r,. gruu" Ji rliirii_ ;*-u,"a ffi;daling fiom 28 februa$ 18E6. This area is nowa patch ofsmoorh gras,, anJ no-_one standing there would re4lise that there are i" ri", g.*. rh";. iTd;"",ii;of these graves is between Dl 5 14 and DI 5 | 5 on Ma; 82 l7).

?:spite.ils 
shoncomings. lhe "Map Book,, ha5 pro\,ed lo be a vatuabte source ofrntormallon lbr the burial lisr project. providing conn.rnurion ofnu..r, Our", 

"njrucauons on some ca5es. and correclions and filling in ofgaps in other cases. anJa grali0,ing number otpre\iousl) untocated mr"-r, 
"ani,j* l. i"*ili"j,i iparticular plots.

Nick Perin

SHOTTI]R'S DISINTERMENT DIARY

Another v_ery useful document which I have been using in lhe burial lisr proiect isenrilled "Diar) ofDisinlermenls, Bokon Street Cemeiery. I5 N"".r;"; id;;;24 Oclober.1972". b) p.J.L. Shoner. Ciry Sexton. I, **.d. p;; ;;r;;,j;kno\ n). and lhe numbers ofremains and ashes f.o, 
"u"f, 

pfor, ,irr.r" ifr"J*-i(most to mass gmve, a few to Karcri and very few ," M"k;j, ;J;;;"i;#"Unkno$n's, Nole that in very fer4 ca5es were names recorded. bul olher data onjewelleD and olher objecls !rere noied.

ln orderto checl lhese dala againsl rhe burial lisl darabase. I enlered lhem intoanother database and sorted them into order of pr", 
""_t".. i ifr"" 

"f,J"'tJ',fr""iagainsr the burial lisr database to tally the numbirs ,.r"".d fr";;;;;;;;.:
compared wifi lhe burial lit information abour those gmves. and;ied ,;;;;l;the exact excavation boundades for the motorway. ff,i n", aatuOar" ato uifo*"a more accurate count ofthe numbers involved th- *", poa"ltt" pr"ui*iyl"_
Il.appears lhar the 'ollicial,' rally of369l disinterments is an under_e imale, as $e
:Tl::!r:lbT" *"*ts l8t6 ptus E5 ashes. le% ofa b",i"t. *;;';;";d;maxe \\a) tor the moton{ay. and ofthese. I claim f .* u""ornr io, I iZO unJgi



We arc now 6s alose as we are ever likely to get t3 a complete list ofnames of
those who werc moved for the motorway. Beforc such a list could be compiled, it
was necessary to compile and check a unified list fiorn all the available records,
establish the excavation troundary lines, and generate a list ofall those recorded

z-?s having been buried between those lines. This has taken several years ofwork
by many volunteers, and the full burial list will be a valuable resource for
genealogists and historians for years to come.

Nick Penin

COMMITTEE FOR 1997-9E

We are seeking new people willing to serve on the committee,
particularly for the positions ofTreasurer and Secretary.


