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]F]R-NENDS "f]EON.TON STR-EET
l4i EMORII,{L P,{RK Nconpon c.rrr
PO BOX 2]36 WELLINGTON

NEWSLETTER No 44 MAY 1998

AN IMPORTANT ANNOUNCEMENT

GENERAL MEETING wtLL CONSIDER
CONCERNING THE FT]TURE OF I.HE

The Annual ccneral \.teeting lti be held ar 7.15 Dm on TUESDAY 26 MAy. arTuflrb0lt House. Eorrcn Street. We ingbn. The ev.i,*e *rI b"einr,l;, 
"frirt:""i;at 7.l5 p iotlo$,rd by fonnat busincs;rr s.tlu pnr.

IO_T-E- 
this AnnualGcneral Meeling nErks 2l lears oiexistcncc for de Friends so-v,ra:( n'u\c d sl,cctar Eriorl to cotne a:ono and ireip cerebrate lills mitestone, (No_onerill bc pressured ro stand for rhe commrnlt. f_.r., n,of. tff, u ,p.ctuio.lus;lni "".

Pleasc RSVP by 20fh May so thal we can ptan catering, to -

Jolh Daniels, 479 6693
Diane Conrber 4 79 6262 fbodl }lave ansrrer phones, so p lease leale a messaoeifnecassrrr. Frefix 04 ifyou are calling from oursrae ilr; il;;; 

- "-**

The fonnal rctice and agenda lor tlrc AGM are prinled inside this Neirslelrer

THE FRJENDS' ANNUAL
IMPOR?AM PROPOSALS
FRIENDS.
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THE FUTURE OF THE FRITNDS

Our Nelvsletter no. 41, which gave notice of the 1996 AGM, raised the issue of whether
therc was a continuing rcle for the Fdends. We did not receive much reaction fiom
members at that time, but ihe cornmittff has continued to ftnction at a low-key level
since.

Now, two years later, the cofimittee has decided that the time las oome to propose to
members that the Friends cease to exist as a sepamte organisation_ Ifthis proposal is ^
acaepted action would be connenced under the Incorporated Societies Act to wind uF \
the society.

T[e committee has c.me to this conclusion for thre€ principal reasoh!;

'r most (alfiough not all) of the original objectives of thc Friends hav€ been
achieved.

* a number ofcurent conmitte€ membeG $'ish to rctirc. but tlrcre does not seem
to b€ suficient interest among our membcrs in serving on the comrnittee.

* measured by attendance at annual genersl meetings in recent years, inter€st by
members in tlrc Friends' aotivities is at a low level.

One important project of the Friends, the compilation ofa comprehensive index of
burials. still remains to be completed. Then there is the very importa{t rcle of the
Frieds in advising the Weliington Cit"v Counc on lhe management ofthe cemetery.
There is a continuing need to answer public inquides about the cemetery. which are olien
directed to the Friends

For these reasons, the conmittee has sought ways ofensuring that these activities can
be maintained in some way. Ideas being considered by the Conmrittee include

* the formation ofa charitable trust mder the Charitable Trusts Act, and

* merging the Friends with another organisation with similar interests_

Thes€ options are still being considered be the committee- A rcpon including the
committee\ recomhendations to members will be presented to ihe annual meeting_



Plelse try !o attend tlle meeting to h€ar lhe proposals and take part in the decision on the
Friends' Rrtule. Ifyou arc attending, please rcrnernber to advis€ one of the conmittee
members listed on page 1 of this newsletter. so lhat $€ can eshblish numbers for
catering purposes-

NOTICE OF ANNIJAL GENERAL MEf,TING

The 1998 amual geneml neetsng ofthe Friends ofBollon Street Memorial park r\,iu be

/-\ held at 7.15 pm on TUESDAY 26 MAY, at Tumbull House, Bowen Street
Wellington.

AGENDA

L Apologies

2. Minutes of 1997 Annual General Meeting

3- Matters arising ftom dle minutes

4. Chairpercon's report

5, Treasureis repon and financial slatemenl

6. Consialcmtion ofnotice ofmotion proposed by the Cormnittee, as follows:

That the Frier..ds of Bolton Saeet Memori4l Park Incorporated be put into
liquidation puauant ta section 24 ofrhe Incdiorated Societies Art !908. and
tlat a liquidator be appointed to liquidate lhe afrairs of the Society.

-7. Appoi.tnent of liquidator

8. Disposition of assets of rhe Frietds, and consialeration of options for
replacement organisation (report to be made to the meeting).

9. El€ction ofinterim coftnittee

10. Appoinmentofauditor

11. Other business
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PURTHf,R MEETING . 6 JULY 1998

Please note that f the proposal !o liquidale the Fnencls is canied ar fijs mectine. alurther meetlng wll be held as required b) rhe hcorporated Socielle; il i;;;;
theproposal.

This meeting will be held at 5.C0 pm on Monday 6 July at Tumbull House_

NEW DATA FROM TUE BURIAL LIST 
1

^ 
by Nick penin

To male drs burial list more us€fuIlo genealogists. I have been compiling age at deadrlo the,other dehrls (nane. dare. p)or. jcr. So tlr onll tuOtic Cernerery aaia iorn ii+s
f^,11L.11: 

o":" *.plt"a. bur ir forms a reasonabte sampte ro attow errapotadon rotne popurauon tn geneml over rhjs period. The sample size rs 58g, whicb is rust unle.halrof the rorat buriats for rhc period. I rhlnk ii i.:;;l;;;;;il; #ffi;H
Church of England and Jewish bunals would bc differenl.

l.!:,: Ll ].g:,"q9:rs oryouns ctuldren were a.monssr rhose inrened, bur I wassurpflsed to_h0d thar 24% ofrhe sanple died in fieir firsr fear. tZ.Sqo tenveen i arJ5 yean. and 5% $ere 5 lo l0 jears This means 46 50/o f 
""_iy 

f,"nt 
"f 

rfi U*ri. liq';to I876 were ofchildren aged up !o l0 years.

tunh€r msp€cton ofthe sbtisLics revealed a muchlo\er percgltage olthc samplededbetlrcen dle ages of I0 and l5 

'e!rs. 
bur equally hrgn percenraees dred ,n rhF,oF r,""..

of 20 ro 30 years. and 15 to +o lea,s. *ri, a s'narial'p; ,h";;"il;;1";#r; _
)ears. There is srope here for so,nmn. ro dm* so'ne co""lr.i";;;;;;;n;;:_,;; '
li-re eryectunc). burpopularjon dau needs to be ocrrJ"a--_- 

-' "*""'"'""''"

I have also done a quick sunmation ofihe sex oftlDse aleceased befireen 1840 and 1900h quickt€gging rlre database entries male or femate no. .y **:uOg"."nt Jfti.t
::l,l-T-tu-" ]l1]"":^y:te buriak oulnumbered fe.rr". .ie.ii;;;;;;;;;;
oegrn$ng. and by 1900 $e har€ about J.000 femates ro aUour: iori_,i". ,_"
drstnbuuon notl'el delemrined) I suspect dus refle.o u gr""t , nu_t.. of;;" *;;fcmalcs in fie popujahon ofWellingron up !o the year t900
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Charles Valiuntretor, fish hawker of Petone
by Nick Perrin

One oflhe more rmusual n&mes appearing in lhe burial records is that ofa gentleman

buried in Public Cemetery Block P on 20 July 1887. There is no e$ant memorial, and

his rcnains werc moved to th€ mass gmve to make way for the molorway. Thc ccmetery

record cards and register had diflerent sp€lings. for his name. and the Registrar

General's index yet another. ln the interests of getting N4r

VolunEatorly'alliuntraitor/Valimtrator's name correct, I asked Annetle FaiN€ather to

- search newspapers of the tim€ for a death notice in the hope of reaching at least a
majoritj opinion on the spelling ofhis name. This research yielded the following
fasctur.ting snippet of liG in I 887. but did not iesolve ihe spelling problem (note there

are h{o ddlerenl spellings, ald gne oflhem increascd drc number ofvarialions I 0lready

hadll At the end of tfie JtlT ilem. nolc lhe perspicscious \erdrcL ofthejur) al thc

inquest.

He }l?s said to be a G€rman, but in those days the term was rather loosely applied. If
aryone ftmiliar wih central o( eastem European sumames can suggesl a likely spelling,
I would be intercsted to hear it.

Wellington Evening Post Tuesda! J ly 19, 1887 p.2

The hman body *hich was found in the harbour opposile Ngahauranga yesteday lus
been identified beyond doubt as thal of the late fisherman Charles Valiunfiaitor. An
inquest will be held by Dr Johnstone at the Morgue tomorow moming.

Wellington Evening Post Tuesday July 19, 1887p.3 -
A Ghoul-Like Act Plundering a It€ad Body

At tfte Magistrafe's Court this moming - befd6 Mes$s C.C. Ctaham, James Lockic. and

wM. Maskell, Juslic€s - an old womrn named Anne Parker, well known in the city as

a pedpatetic repaircr of umbrellas, was charged ffith larceny ofa silver watch, valucd

at t2, th€ property ofthe deceased Chas Valliuntmitor. Accused said that she certainly

saw the dead body on the b€ach, and she picked up the rvatch. Inspcctor Browne said

that the body was yest€rday washed up on the beach at Ngahauranga, and a ivalch was

s€en attached to the deceased's $€ist coat. Some little tine afterwards the walch was

missed ard accused having passed by, suspicion fcll upon her. She was arrested and



Lvening Post ,YednesdayJu4t 20, 1887, p.2

An rnquesl on rfie derd bod) found on the beach at Ngahauransa rcsleftlav srr
1mo*,,.d 

uj I:y-*_",r,is momrns by Docror Johrl"*. -ni."", 
f",6"i,. l"i"]i.

Iiyo::, n.10.1*. 
'*,ufed 

drlody as dar of Chartes Vatiuntraror. a fish hawker,nno had ttted at petonc for setera, Jears. He last sa* the deceased ative on Sarurdar.fic 25fi of lrst mondl Dceased r.ras 
'in 

town on rha, dr'. *d 
", 

,b;; ; ;:.;:;;;;i.
paid him t4.I s. wihess, deceased and aaother man sut.eqr"ntfy uiiit"a O" nuJoJ
Hotcl. where ench had_ a drinl. Deceased was qu ne sob" 

" 
Li," fr" ir,n. 

"r, "i. 
,f,"1",1i

and rntcnded goung back to pcrone by the 6.5 o.clocl rratn Behre $ev seoarali
ocftased gate rutness an ords for t.lro dolcn smoked fish. which was senr fO petone onth€ lollou'ng Tucsda' Wimess \^as surprised "h"" lr" dri,"; r;il ;; ;;;valunFator. rlho wat bercr known as 

..Fat 
Charlie... hrd not retumed &om Wcllinsb;

Deceased rlas a Cemran. and $rtness had known h* f", fir;;;.;;"rr';;;l
Brolrrfn. cook.at y_orl House. we in$on-Tcrracc. a.p*.a ,f,"if," ,"ri J. airii
slagSelng up wrttis SueeL on rfie Saturday night in question ar abour half DasL R
o ctock. ueceased was b) hirnsell Wlhess did nor speal to him. William branr_butclrr. residing at Petone, deposed tlnt he had b€en liuing *itf, a"""ur"a, urrA-i_a"ritiir"i
drc body as rlur ofcharl€s Valiuntsator. Deceased l"n p"to." ut : oi.io"t o.ii" Z]ti
ulLimo. and said dat he might nol rerum until lhe folloung ,".r;_l;;;;
expressnrar and Consrable He"rey. srationed at perone 

"r.o 
ia.nlil"a *jJu ir,i fl,,

warcss srated that on eMmjDing Lfic clofiing ofrhe deceasefhe found a fl bank nole -
a gold bar for a warch chain, and a railway ticker Welti"gtoo to p"ton",Aut"i iilirr"
I 887. The jury retumed a verdict of Found Drormed

6

brougfil to dr PolK€-Starion. bul when searched rhe watch coujd nor be found uDon her
Tn thc mcanlrme. howe\cr. she had gone lo her home. -d "n*;;;;;;;;;brogghr down the rrarch. whjch. uhrch she fiad tb*d i" ;.;;i-;;.;;;"
application oflisp€ctor Browre, accused was temanded *ff fria"y 

""lrr,'t 
*"1i" ir"police to obtain the attendance ofwitncsses who rcsidc at petone.

Evehing Post ttd(ry Juty 22, 1887 p.2

Magisfates Cou( this day Before Mr Wardell R.M.

Charge of plundrring a corpse.
Anne Parler was bro0ghL up on a renand lo answer the chige laid ar Lhe rnsunce ofrhePublic Trustee, at having stolen a silver watch, valu"A at iZ.tO. to. tt" Uoau oi*"
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late Chades Valiuntraitor on Ae iatn !.,,1t. .tndp""tor Bplr,ne irrcisculed aitr yy
SLenetr dcfended fie prisoner. Two witnesses pro\ed ttar rhe rnaict *as on tt.iJurvhff it was ualhed asbore on the beach near Nlahaurang". ,ia""" 

"r,i"^ 
ij"",r ilj

the warch in rhe poBs€ssion of he police. Annie p;k, d",a,;;;f ,h.;;;;j;
urar wnen ner rnotrer-c€me home on 6e dar in question she had a fit. qhich lasted abourrwo nours. atto wtuch she \enr out. The polic€nran catne lo 6e house and loid $ihes;
rnal lhe watclt must b€ found atrd oo scarching rhe premiscs she found it in the back
]ar4 covered wittr a tigtr tat€r ofashes. She then tooki t" lt 

" 
p;il ;;;;.-it;;.;l];

^ 
Mqdeposedthal qhen he arresrcd rhe accused she *iA ,fr"r iru,. i"ra .i"rij rir;i.
ner oead she knew notfting abouL the watch... Mr Skerre! look technical objections lo
Lhe.right oldr Public Tntsbe to deal wih rhe maner unless it sa. definireh pror ea rlrnLvniiunraror dicd inrcsrar He atso suggesred lhal the **r"d;;;i;r'fi;rnenrli
,st.fe to be responsible for her actions. Mr Wardell remanded th; ;;;;;i
Wednesday.

Evehing Post Wednesatayhty 27 1887 p.3

' Magistate.s Court _ lhis day

Robbins the Dead
Arne_Parker xas brought up on rcmand and charged wid larcen) ofa watch \alued at{2.l0 from lhe body of the dece€sed. Charles Vajiuntsator. ln reolv ro rhe S*h_
mspector t ronnc sajd dut fie accused had not been mea;c,alt1 exarnineU, as te Uayry:.d. try,Mr SLerretl who ras acring fo, m acfencc. *outJilil;;;
rnrnauve m tiat matter His Wc.ship conrnided rhe ac..used ro prison for a month.


